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' On examination two years after the labor tbe uterus was found to be small 
and hard, and the externum obliterated by cicatricial tissue, so that a probe 
could not be passed. The ovaries could be felt indistinctly. 

The Abdominal Keflex in Women.— Bodon (Ibid.) believes that the 
abdominal reflex possesses a certain diagnostic value in doubtful cases. In 
pelvic cellulitis the reflex is not affected, while in pelvic peritonitis it is 
either diminished or weakened upon the affected side. Hence when a 
doubtful tumor is discovered on one side of the pelvis, and no difference in 
the belly reflex is found on the affected side, it may be inferred that the 
mass is situated in the pelvic connective tissue. If, on the contrary, the 
reflex on the affected side is weakened or absent, it is probable that the 
peritoneum is involved— i. e., there is an exudate around the tube and 
ovary, or a pelveo-peritonitis. In acute cases the writer often observed that 
when the abdomen was lightly stroked over the affected side, the patient was 
suddenly seized with a violent pain, which was entirely out of proportion to 
the mechanical irritation. This is probably explained by the movements of 
the inflamed peritoneum caused by slight, invisible contractions of the ab¬ 
dominal muscles. In one case the pain was felt on the healthy side. 

From further experiments upon the round ligaments the writer concludes 
that these are the analogues of the cremasters in the male. 

Pregnancy and Parturition Following Amputation of the Cervix Uteri. 
—Audebebt (Annates rfc Gynecology et d y Obstetrique, January, 1898) concludes 
an interesting article on this subject as follows: Amputation of the cervix 
exercises an important influence upon subsequent pregnancy, frequently 
leading to abortion or premature delivery. During labor the membranes 
are prone to rupture prematurely, while in some cases the cicatricial tissue 
opposes an absolute impediment to dilatation, requiring multiple incisions 
to overcome it. 

Intra-vaginal Pressure as an Aid in Abdominal Operations.— Neuge- 
BAUER ( Ceniralblatt fur Gynakologie, 1898, No. 5) conceived the idea of as¬ 
sisting the removal of intra-pelvic neoplasms by elevating the pelvic con¬ 
tents by pressure exerted through the vagina by means of a colpeurynter. 
Before operating upon a case of extra-uterine pregnancy he introduced the 
rubber bag and distended it with water to its utmost limit. On opening the 
abdomen he was surprised to find that the tumor, which was previously sit¬ 
uated deeply within the pelvis, now appeared immediately beneath the 
wound and was easily removed. As the colpeurynter was emptied, the 
pelvic organs sank downward to their normal position. 

Appendicitis in its Relations to the Pelvic Organs.— Kruger (Deutsche 
Zeitschrift fur Chirurgie, Band xlv., Heft. 3 u. 4) emphasizes the importance 
of the differential diagnosis between appendicitis and disease of the adnexa. 
Acute puerperal parametritis may begin in the same manner as perforation 
of the appendix, but the symptoms are less severe, those of diffuse peritonitis 
being absent. 

It is more difficult to distinguish between perforation of the appendix and 
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the rupture of a pus-tube or ovary. If recovery takes place, the parametritis 
and para-typhlitic exudates can usually be diagnosticated by their charac¬ 
teristic shape and position. 

Diseased adnexa are generally recognized from their close relation to the 
uterus. When these are associated with appendicitis the diagnosis may be 
exceedingly difficult. 

Alexander's Operation.— Simoes {La Gynecologic , 1897, Nos. 3 and 4) con¬ 
cludes an elaborate paper on this subject with the following summary: The 
operation should only be performed in cases of movable uterus. Since 
metritis and prolapsus usually accompany the retro-deviation, curettement, 
amputation of the cervix, and colpo-perineorrhaphy should supplement 
Alexander’s operation in cases of chronic retroflexion. Extra-peritoneal 
shortening of the round ligaments is preferable to all the other methods of 
supporting the uterus in its normal position, as it is the most simple* and 
rational. Finally, statistics have shown that pregnancy is least likely to be 
interfered with after this operation. 
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The Clinical Variability of Rubella— Pesos {Revue mensuelle des Mala¬ 
dies de rEnfancc ., October, 1897) records three cases of rubella in a family, 
one of which, in the person of the father, aged forty-five years, presented 
almost a typical picture of severe measles. 

The first patient affected was a son, aged eleven years, who, after three 
days of mild prodromes, presented a rapidly spreading typical rubellous erup¬ 
tion, with enlargement of the post-cervical lymphatic chains, slight fever, 
secondary snre-throat, slight hoarseness, coryza, and infrequent cough. The 
attack terminated on the third day. 

Fourteen days after the appearance of the son’s eruption the father was 
taken ill, with violent headache, lassitude, and chilly sensations. Then fol¬ 
lowed violent attacks of sneezing, hoarseness, and cough. The latter became 
very frequent and distressing, and disturbed sleep as markedly as in the pro¬ 
dromal stage of measles. Toward evening of the fourth day the symptoms 
increased, the patient took to bed, passed a bad nigbt, and awoke with a con¬ 
fluent and generalized eruption. There was slight cervical adenopathy. With 
the appearance of the eruption there were abundant coryza, lachrymation, and 
conjunctival injection. Upon the uvula was seen a typical rubellous mottling. 



